Sacred Heart Church
Fr. Michal Rosa, Pastor
405 South Henrietta, P.O. Box 870
Effingham, IL 62401
Phone: 217.347.7177
Fax: 217.347.0728
shchurch@sheff.org

Welcome to Sacred Heart Church – We’re glad that you’re here!
Visit sheff.org to learn more about our parish.

Sacred Heart School
407 South Henrietta
Effingham, IL 62401
Phone: 217.342.4060
Fax: 217.342.9251
shschool@sheff.org

During a life emergency, while offices are closed, please contact 217.703.1042 to reach a priest.

A note from Fr. Michal, our pastor . . .
The Third Sunday of Advent ~ This Sunday is called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin
word meaning “rejoice.” The rose candle is lit. The change from purple to rose signifies the
transition in season from repentance to celebration. The candle is called the “Shepherds Candle”
and represents joy. Rose vestments are worn to emphasize our joy that Christmas is near. This day
reminds us of the joy that is to come, and serves, amid this season of penance, as a kind of ‘break’ when we recall the
hope we have because of the coming of Our Lord Jesus.
Reconciliation services . . .
 Parish Reconciliation ~ Sunday, Dec. 17, from 3:00pm to 4:00pm @ St. Anthony Church
 Parish Reconciliation ~ Monday, Dec. 18, beginning at 6:00pm @ Sacred Heart Church
The sacrament of Reconciliation is available 30 minutes before weekday Masses this week.
If these times do not fit your schedule, please call Fr. Michal to set up a time.
This past Tuesday, I started training SHS 4th
grade altar servers. I encour age all new ser ver s
to join the scheduled servers on Sundays to become
familiar and comfortable in this important ministry.
Thank you to Mr. Tom Rohr and Mrs. Cassandra
Hille for assisting me with the training. If you
would like to be a server, are currently in the 4th
grade or above, please contact me. I also encourage
both new and current servers to consider serving the
7:15am morning Mass. We would love to have you
and your family participate in daily Mass.

A special thank you to the Sacred
Heart Council of Catholic Women
for the gift of a paten and red-lined
storage box from Poland. The paten
is the same design as the chalice given
to me in August from the morning
Mass group. They make a beautiful
set! Your generosity is overwhelming,
and I treasure your thoughtfulness.

Fr Michal

A special thank you to everyone who donated items for the Advent Angel project and for the volunteers who
assembled the gift packages. With the help of our youth gr oup, sever al par ishioner s, and Sr . J ane, over 100 gift
bags were delivered to residents of nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and the homebound.
Sacred Heart Art & Environment Committee will begin decorating for Christmas on Friday, Dec. 22, at
9:00am. The committee has the basic layout so they just need extr a hands and str ong ar ms to help. This is a
great way to get involved in preparing for the Christmas liturgy and also for students to earn service hours. Please
contact Vicki Walker at 821.6179 to volunteer or for more information.
The annual, free Effingham County Christmas Day Dinner will be on Monday, Dec. 25, at 11:30am, at Sacred
Heart Parish Center. This dinner is open to all Effingham County r esidents and their families. RSVP for a meal
to Susan Elke at 868.5913 or the Effingham Senior Center at 347.5569 by Dec. 20. Please let them know if you need
transportation or need the meal delivered. Dinner is sponsored by Effingham Co. FISH.

Sacred Heart Church Mass Schedule for the next two weeks
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, Dec. 23: 4:00pm
7:00pm Spanish
Sunday, Dec. 24: 8:30am
10:30am
Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 24: 4:00pm
7:30pm
Monday, Dec. 25: midnight
9:30am
5:00pm Spanish

With Christmas falling on Monday,
many people will attend a Sunday
morning Mass and then again on
Christmas Eve that evening. You
may receive communion at both
Masses as the first Mass is for the
Sunday liturgy, and the second Mass
is for Christmas, which is a holy day.
We ask that you do not save seats for
Christmas Eve and Christmas
Masses. We encourage families to
arrive early.

Feast of The Holy Family
Saturday, Dec. 30: 4:00pm
Sunday, Dec. 31: 8:30am
10:30am
5:30pm
7:00pm Spanish
Solemnity of Mary
New Year’s Day
Monday, Jan 1:
9:30am
5:00pm Spanish

~ Restoration Update ~
In our ongoing efforts to keep you informed on our proposed restoration in the church, our Restoration Committee
(Fr. Michal, Sr. Rene, Mike Schmitz, Vicki Walker, Marty Stock, Judy Luchtefeld, Judy Bergfeld, Penny Wiedman,
and Christy Hakman) continues to answer your questions and address your concerns here in the bulletin and before
weekend Masses. W atch this space weekly for updates.
The sanctuary was definitely an item that many of you commented on when completing your surveys. Obviously,
it’s the center of our church, with a focus on the Tabernacle.
We appreciate your feedback, and we heard your concerns. We want to share with you the plans for the sanctuary
and provide you with additional details. Please know that we are working with both our architect and a local designer
(who is also a Sacred Heart parishioner) to get a more detailed rendering so that you can see how the updated
sanctuary will look. For the time being however, here are some points to help you better understand the plans for the
sanctuary.
The sanctuary platform will be raised one additional step to give more height and visibility. The second set of steps
– the ones leading up to the Tabernacle – will be removed, so that there is only one level platform for easier
accessibility. The current backdrop and the storage area behind it will be removed. This will not only enable us to add
a handicap-accessible ramp on the left side of the sanctuary, but will also give us more useable space in the sanctuary.
We listened to your concerns and ideas about removing the wood from our current backdrop. The designer is
helping us to create a new, updated backdrop that will incorporate the current wood slats into a new backdrop. The
slats of wood will be cleaned and polished. We plan to keep the same finish and use the wood slats along with some
acoustical panels. In doing this, as well as removing the current overhang above the Tabernacle, we will have a more
open and refreshed sanctuary space but will also preserve the wood that so many parishioners love.
As for the altar itself, we’re reviewing several ideas for a larger altar made of a combination of marble and wood.
Once a design is finalized, we will utilize the same design to custom-build the ambo, the Tabernacle area, and the
Baptismal Font, which will create a cohesive look.
Again, once a design is finalized, we will share the renderings of the sanctuary with all of you.
As always, if you have questions, please contact Fr. Michal or any of the committee members.
Christmas Flowers memorial page will be included in
next week’s bulletin. Please have your envelope tur ned
in at the parish office by 9:00am on Monday, Dec. 18, to be
included on the memorial page.
Sacred Heart Council of Catholic Women hosted their annual
Christmas party on Tuesday, Dec. 5, with 47 ladies and Fr.
Michal present. The gr oup enjoyed a wonder ful meal while the
Immanuel Bell Choir entertained with various Christmas melodies.
Committee reports and notes were read. The council is still in need of
a vice-president. Please contact Joyce Quandt to volunteer.
A silent auction featuring 55 items (all donated by the CCW
ladies) netted $525 to be given to parish families in need. CCW will
also make a donation to Anne Brummer of the FOCUS organization
which reaches out to college students to share their Catholic faith.
Items for discussion included concerns about the slaw cutter
which is used for fish fries and the picnic dinner; they will seek bids
for a new cutter and will bring estimates to the next meeting. Fresh
flowers will continue to be displayed by the tabernacle in 2018 to
honor or memorialize a loved one. Please call Vicki Walker at
821.6179 to reserve a date.
A special thank you the ladies hosting and everyone who brought
a dish. It was a great evening of fellowship. There is no meeting in
January. The next meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 6, at noon, in the
Sacred Heart Parish Center.

A Bible Study on the
Blessed Mother, hosted by
Kate Weber, will begin on
Thursday, January 11, at
6:30pm, at St. Anthony
High School, room 101.
A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother
will place you in the midst of the powerful
drama of Mary’s earthly life, taking you
through her joys and her sorrows. You will
learn how she works in our lives today,
drawing us ever closer to her divine Son.
Following the Study of Mary, a 5-week
Biblical walk through the Mass will be
covered. We will explore the roots of the
words and gestures we experience at Mass
and explain the profound significance. In
this study, you will come to know and
understand the Mass as never before, leading
you to a richer, more fruitful worship
experience.
Please join us on our journey. To register
for either session or both, call St. Anthony
Church, at 347.7129.

Sacred Heart Church Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am, 5:30pm,
7:00pm (Misa en Español)
Reconciliation
3:00pm on Saturday
and 30 minutes prior to weekday Masses
Sacred Heart Weekday Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:15am
Wednesday: 8:30am
St. Anthony Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:15am, and 11:00am
St. Anthony Weekday Mass Times
Monday-Friday: 6:30am & 8:30am
On the first Saturday of the month: 6:30am
St. Mary’s, Shumway Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 5:30pm; Sunday: 8:30am
The last Advent Reflection on the
Birth of Jesus Christ will be held on
Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 12:30pm, at
Sacred Heart Church, and again at
6:30pm, at St. Anthony Parish Center. Thr ough
classic works of art, music, and Gospel narratives,
come explore the Life of Christ from the Annunciation
of the angel Gabriel, Visitation of Mary, and the
Nativity and Birth of Jesus Christ. Everyone welcome!

Parish Calendar Events
Monday, Dec. 18
6:00pm: Parish Reconciliation @ Sacred Heart Church
Tuesday, Dec. 19
12:00pm: Young Hearts Potluck
@ Sacred Heart Parish Center
12:30pm: Advent Reflection @ Sacred Heart Church
Wednesday, Dec. 20
6:00pm: Parish Choir Practice @ Sacred Heart Church
6:30pm: PSR @ St. Anthony High School
Friday, Dec. 22
Parish office closed
9:00am: Christmas decorating in church
Sunday, Dec. 24
NO Sunday School
NO Effingham Area Youth Group
Readings for the Week:
Monday, Dec. 18: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25
Tuesday, Dec. 19: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25
Wednesday, Dec. 20: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Thursday, Dec. 21: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45
Friday, Dec. 22: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
Saturday, Dec. 23: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
Sunday, Dec. 24: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12; 14a, 16;
Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Sacred Heart Mass Schedule
Monday, Dec. 18
7:15am: Mar y Flach

We invite families to join the
Family Choir to sing at the 8:30am
Mass on the first Sunday of the
month. Contact J udy Ber gfeld at 821.6324 for
rehearsal times as we want to accommodate schedules.
This opportunity is open to all parish and school
families that would like to sing together as a group and
lead the congregation. W e encourage you and your
children to become involved in church ministries!

Tuesday, Dec. 19
7:15am: Bill Schwar tz

Young Hearts Potluck will be held on Tuesday,
Dec. 19, at noon, at the Sacred Heart Parish Center.
Meat is furnished, so bring your favorite side dish and
join us for food and fellowship.

Saturday, Dec. 23
4:00pm (Fr. Michal Rosa): Pat Gr ess
7:00pm Spanish (Fr. Robert Spriggs): For our pr iests

Baptism Class will be Thursday, Jan. 18, at
6:00pm, at Sacred Heart Parish Center.
Please call Darlene at 347.7177 to register.
Protecting God’s Children Workshop will be held
at St. Isidore Parish, Bishop, on Tuesday, Jan. 2, at
6:30pm, and Monday, Feb. 5, at 6:30pm. Call
925.5788 to register.

Wednesday, Dec. 20
8:30am: Living & deceased member s of the J oe & Cecelia
Buening family
Thursday, Dec. 21
7:15am: Fr ese family
Friday, Dec. 22
7:15am: Ron & Kelly Br own

Sunday, Dec. 24
8:30am (Fr. Michal Rosa): Dolor es Kinger y
10:30am (Fr. Michal Rosa): Bob Mar telli
Christmas Eve
4:00pm (Fr. Michal Rosa): For Our Par ishioner s
7:30pm (Fr. Michal Rosa): For Our Par ishioner s
Monday, Dec. 25 (Christmas Day)
Midnight (Fr. Michal Rosa): For Our Par ishioner s
9:30am (Fr. Michal Rosa): For Our Par ishioner s
5:00pm Spanish (Fr. Paul Habing): For Our Par ishioner s

School News . . .

Effingham Area High School Youth . . .

The Sacred Heart School students did a fabulous job
in presenting their annual Christmas musical! This
year’s musical was “Back to the Manger,” and the story
took us on a journey -- by way of a time machine -through decades of Christmas traditions and music. In
the end, the simple story in a manger is what changed
history, when our Savior was born!

The Effingham Area Catholic High
School Youth Group will be delivering
Advent Angel packages to several area
nursing homes and caroling on Sunday,
Dec. 17. *No singing exper ience necessar y, just a bit of
JOY! All high school age youth are invited. We will
depart from Sacred Heart Church at 6:30pm and return
at 8:30pm. A permission form is required to attend. The
EACYG will be on holiday break Dec. 24 to Jan. 14.

Following our Christmas program, Fr. Michal drew
the winner of the Technology Raffle. Congr atulations
to Judy Bergfeld who won $2,500. The winning ticket
was sold by her granddaughter, Isabella Harkins, and she
will receive an iPad Mini. THANK Y OU to everyone
who supported our annual Technology Raffle. We
raised more than $9,000 and the funds will be used for
new technologies and software at SHS, and to help
maintain our current technologies.
SCRIP Cards are a great way for you to
Christmas shop AND raise money for Sacred
Heart School! SCRIP car ds will be sold in the chur ch
office on Wednesday, from 9:00am to 4:30pm, and at
the Baseball Card Connection in downtown Effingham
during regular business hours. Local business owners –
please consider SCRIP Cards if you will be buying gift
cards for your employees and/or colleagues!
Coming soon . . . We’re adding the option to purchase
SCRIP cards online using auto withdrawal from your
checking account. Parents and grandparents of SHS
students can also earn credit toward their child’s 20192020 tuition with each SCRIP Card purchased in 2018.
Watch the bulletin and your email for additional
information.

School Calendar
Monday, Dec. 18
6:00pm: Parish Reconciliation @ Sacred Heart Church
Tuesday, Dec. 19
6:15pm: SHS Boys Basketball @ St. Elmo/Brownstown
Wednesday, Dec. 20
8:30am: School Mass @ Sacred Heart Church
9:15am: Children’s Christmas Choir practice @ Church
Thursday, Dec. 21
8:20am: Children’s Christmas Choir practice @ Church
Friday, Dec. 22 ~ No School

Seats still available for March for Life - Washington,
D.C. St. Anthony High School students along with
other area youth have a bus reserved and seats are
available. The cost for the trip is approx. $125. We are
also are offering a “sponsor a seat” opportunity for
parishioners who want to support the March but are
unable to attend the trip. Snacks may also be donated for
the bus ride and can be dropped off at the high school
office! A brief itinerary listed below.
Jan. 18 - 4:00pm: Board a Bales Bus at SAHS parking lot
Jan. 19 - 6:30am: Arrive in D.C. for March
Jan. 20 - 8:00pm to 12:00pm -- Return to Effingham
For more information about Effingham Area Youth
Group and the March for Life trip, contact Katalyn Miller
at kmiller@stanthony.com.
Courses for all Catholics - University of Dayton Online
Learning – Cycle 1 begins January 14, 2018. The Virtual
Learning Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF), is a
program of the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives at the
University of Dayton which offer adult faith formation
classes. Our partnership with the University of Dayton
allows the people of our diocese to take these classes at
half price. These adult faith formation courses support the
Church’s catechetical ministry and are for all Catholics.
This means that you can deepen your faith at a time and
place convenient to you via the internet. Courses may be
taken for undergraduate credit (for an additional fee) and
all courses qualify for credit in our diocesan Catechist
Formation Process. Classes for the 2018 year (Cycle 1)
starts on Jan. 14 through Feb. 17, 2018. Registration for
Cycle 1- 2018 continues through Jan. 10, 2018. For more
information, visit the VLCFF web site (vlcff.udayton.edu)
or contact the Office for Catechesis, 217.698.8500.
Mark your calendar . . .
GOD IS! RETREAT
Parents with Catholic students in 2nd and 8th grades are
required to attend the God Is! Retreat. The retreat is on
Sunday, February 25, at St. Anthony Parish. The 8th
grade students will also have a retreat at that same time.
The 2nd grade students do not attend. For the parents
who have already attended within the last two years, you
do not have to attend this year.

Effingham Knights of Columbus News
The Adult Christmas party will be held on Sunday,
Dec. 17, with doors opening at 12:00pm. The social
hour will be from 12:00pm-1:00pm with the meal served
at 1:00pm. Live music starts at 2:00pm and will play until
at least 4:00pm. There will also be 50/50 and door prize
drawings throughout the afternoon.
There will be a youth activities raffle fundraiser with
proceeds going towards various youth programs such
as the Coats for Kids, contest awards, assist students
attending March for Life, 5th grade vocations field
trip, and the Columbian Squires Circle. Tickets ar e
$5 each or 5 for $20 with only 1000 printed. First prize
will be the choice of 1 of 2 firearms or $750. Second
prize will be the winner’s choice of 1 of 2 firearms or
$500 – or the prize can be a credit to the firearm of your
choice. An early bird drawing will be held at the K of C
Adult Christmas Party on Dec. 17. Grand prize will be
drawn at the Egyptian Collectors Trade Show on Sunday,
Feb. 4, at 2:00pm.
St. Valentine’s at the Villa ~ Come celebr ate St.
Valentine’s Day with other dating, engaged, and married
couples from throughout the diocese on Saturday,
February 10, at 5:30pm. Drinks, dinner, and comedy
entertainment is only $50 per couple!
For more information and to register for this event, go
to http://www.dio.org/familylife/events.html.
Community Events . . .
Mark your calendar for the annual Pro-Life Breakfast
to be held on Sunday, Jan. 14, at Teutopolis Grade
School.

~ Prayer List ~
Amanda McKinney, Kimberly Poe, Barb Sims, Frank
Kemo, Bryce Beccue, Catherine Began, Lydia Hemrich,
Rosie Myers, Caroline Hoene, Barbara Jansen, Mary
Ellen Eversman, Debbie Myers, Emily McCabe, Harold
Poe, Gertrude Alldredge, Eric Hartke, Katie Kroeger,
Tom Pruemer, Greg Schaefer, Mary Edwards, Craig
Lindvahl, Cathy Hayes, Fred Amacher, Kevin Ordner,
Elizabeth Weidner, Dorothy Levitt, Jill Quandt, Gloria
Ellis, Sandy McDevitt, Esther & Lou Feldhake, Brian
Wirth, Ron Caron, Cheryl Woodard, Carolyn Westendorf,
Steve Schniederjan, Rex Easton, Bill Myers, Eva
Applegate, Sam Stitz, Philip Wendt, Penny Myers, Alice
Watson, Julie Hoffman, Rosanna Schallert, David Geltz,
Lisa Crosson, Donna Rentfrow, Rita Tucker, Marcia
Rexroat, Elliot Minor, Angie Borrelli, Harper Rose
Ellis, Sr. Jeanette Willenborg, Kristen Angel, Don
Musser, Judy French, Madonna Bushur, Fidelity Mette,
Scott Schaefer, Becky Ordner, Cindy Mietzner, Bill
Althoff, Bertha Walls, Paula Moore, Michael
Habing

The Immigration Project is conducting a workshop
for legal permanent residents who are ready to
become a U.S. citizen on Saturday, Feb. 3, from
9:00am to 1:00pm, at Christ the King Parish, 1930
Barberry Dr., Springfield, IL. A citizenship wor kshop
is where an initial and final legal assessment is made and
all pertinent USCIS applications are completed. Please
bring along all documents to verify the information.
Fliers with complete information can be found by the
Lady of Guadalupe statue on the east side of church. For
more information, please email Christine Howe at
chowe@immigrationproject.org.
Applications are now being accepted for the 2018
summer Totus Tuus staff in the diocese. Totus Tuus
hires college students and seminarians to staff teams that
will travel throughout this diocese and neighboring
dioceses over the course of the summer to present the
Totus Tuus program to students in grades 1-12. There is a
10-day training program that starts on May 30 at Villa
Maria. The commitment is through July 28 with a break
over the week of the Independence Day holiday. For
more information about the role of the summer staff or to
bring Totus Tuus to your parish, please contact Kyle
Holtgrave at 217.698.8500, ext. 154, or visit http://
www.dio.org/youthministry/staff-information.html.
“Living in Love” Marriage Enrichment Retreat . . .
Couples who stay successfully and happily married make
their marriage a priority. “Living in Love” provides an
opportunity for couples to reconnect with their own
personal love history and gain a renewed sense of
purpose, hope, and direction for their future. The next
weekend is Jan. 6-7, 2018, at the Villa Maria Catholic
Conference and Retreat Center, 1903 E. Lake Shore Dr.,
Springfield, IL. The retreat begins on Saturday morning at
9:00am and concludes on Sunday at 3:00pm. The cost is
$150 per couple and includes all retreat materials, meals,
and accommodations. To RSVP, call 217.321.1132 or
email BSmith@dio.org. For more information, go
to http://www.dio.org/familylife/events.html.

Vatican Synod on Young People, Faith, and
Vocational Discernment - The Vatican’s online survey
for young people (16-29) will be open until Dec. 31,
2017. Please encourage all youth and young adults to fill
out the Vatican survey so their input can be factored into
the Synod consultation process. Pope Francis recently
extended the deadline to December 31 to make sure more
young people had a chance to provide their input. The
Vatican Synod website is http://youth.synod2018.va. All
young people around the world are encouraged to
participate in the online survey, regardless of their
engagement with or practice of the Catholic faith. The
input received will help to shape the working document
for the Synod of Bishops.

End of year giving: This is the time of year when many
people are looking for a good opportunity to donate to their
church or school and then itemize those deductions on their
taxes. Tax-deductible donations to Sacred Heart Parish can be
made through Dec. 29, 2017. If you want to direct your donation
to the Annual Fund, the future church restoration, or simply to
the regular church or school offering, please let us know.

Traditional IRA Distributions ar e a gr eat way for those age
70-1/2+ to donate up to $100,000 directly to Sacred Heart
Church or School. The contribution counts toward your
required minimum distribution and isn’t included in your
adjusted gross income (AGI). This could qualify you for tax
breaks tied to your AGI and reduce or eliminate taxes on your
Social Security benefits. Please speak to your financial advisor
or contact Christy or Mark at 217.347.7177 to further discuss.

The 2017-2018 Annual Catholic
Services Appeal “ACSA” goal for our
2017-18 ASCA is $50,130. We invite you
to direct your weekly tithing to the
Diocese. Simply make your check payable
to ACSA (with Sacred Heart Church in the memo
line), ACSA on the envelope, and drop it in the
collection. If our parish goal is surpassed, then 100%
of the overage is returned to the parish. Any
questions, call Mark Volk at 347.7177. To date, we
have received $25,793, leaving a balance of
$24,337.
Please make a donation to help us meet our goal.

Sponsor of the Week

SANDSCHAFER
ELECTRIC INC.

15421 E. State Highway 33
Teutopolis, IL 62467

Phone: 347-7326

Fax: 342-9288

